MAIN  PROBLEMS  IN  WORLD  LITERATURE

judge. To the idealistic conception: literature is determined by
eternal principles, and it is in their light that it must be ap-
praised, corresponds dogmatic criticism, which, if ably done,
has at least a stimulating value. To the pragmatic conception:
literature is that which appeals to a sufficient number of people
over a sufficient period of time, corresponds literwy history, the
study of collective taste, the registering or forecasting of public
response. Finally, to the individualistic conception corresponds
impressionistic criticise.

Impressionistic criticism means honesty 5 it is the basis of all
the other kinds. It is of small value when it is slapdash: it
should compel us to explore and evaluate the self which is thus
impressed. This self exists on three planes. First a mere bundle
of sensations: we simply note responses to stimuli, without
any appraisal. This is a branch of psycho-physiology, a form of
scientific criticism. Then there is a conscious, understanding self
which represents a precarious victory over chaos. Finally, there,
is a self which is obscurely linked with forces deeper than con-
sciousness. But these forces should be considered as powers
placed at our disposal, not as tyrants of our fate. The under-
standing self, while not denying the unconscious, should not
abandon itself to its dark stream. It is the glory of intelligence
to keep her eyes open to the very last. No capitulation to chaos:
art is awareness in creation) criticism is awareness in contem-
plation.